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Bright Now! Dental in Avondale, AZ Opens its Doors for a Day of Giving 

Over 50 low income individuals from the community received nearly $30,000 in free 

dental care  

 

Avondale, AZ – March 1, 2018 – “[It is] great to have so many people willing to help.” Herbert 

Tutrone, along with many other patients who received care that day, was very appreciative of 

the opportunity to receive free dental care after not having been to the dentist in over 12 years. 

 

Volunteers from Smile Brands’ affiliated Bright Now! Dental offices all around Arizona came 

together on Saturday morning to provide free dental services to the local low-income 

community. Patients served were referred by local nonprofit organizations that work to provide 

services to people including underserved youth, victims of domestic violence, individuals 

overcoming substance abuse, and the homeless. Many patients have not had a proper cleaning 

in many years. 

 

Lonnie Pittman had not received any dental care in over five years. This lack of care had 

caused some major black buildup around the gums of most of his teeth, resulting in the need for 

a deep cleaning. Lonnie came into the Bright Now! Dental office in Avondale about a month 

before the event with a flyer in hand saying he wanted to make an appointment. He said he had 

gotten a box of food at a local food pantry and when he saw the flyer inside, he was so excited. 

He told the staff that he would have called but did not have a phone so he walked over to the 

office to schedule an appointment. Our team was able to do a full SRP on his teeth, and Lonnie 

left feeling ecstatic and very grateful for the services he received. 

 

Lulu Ybarra went to a dentist for an extraction in 2015 but had not had a proper cleaning since 

she was 21 years old. She is currently in recovery from using drugs, which caused a lot of 

decay and other problems with her teeth. Lulu is very thankful for this opportunity, and is 

continuing to work on fixing her teeth.  

 

Her husband John received care as well, and had not been to a dentist in an even longer time. 

John is missing a couple teeth and is currently looking for a place that can provide him with 

dentures or implants free of charge. He says he really likes to smile but is embarrassed to do so 

because of the missing front teeth. The Smiles for Everyone Foundation team told the couple 

about our scheduled dental implant day coming this May in Northern California, and they are 

very interested and plan to look into the opportunity. 



 

Overall, the Bright Now! team was able to provide nearly $30,000 in donated dentistry. Smiles 

for Everyone Foundation and the Bright Now! Dental team will be back delivering more Smiles 

to the Arizona community in October, but the next Day of Giving will be held at A+ Dental Care 

in Roseville, CA on March 10, 2018. 

 

About Bright Now! Dental  
Bright Now! Dental provides general dentistry, children’s dentistry and, in select locations, 

specialty care services such as orthodontics, oral surgery, periodontics and endodontics at over 

150 offices across Colorado, California, Washington, Oregon, Utah, Arizona, Florida, Virginia, 

Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana. Bright Now! Dental’s Arizona offices are operated 

by Modern Dental Professionals – Arizona, Inc. (the “Group”). The Group is affiliated with Smile 

Brands Inc., one of the largest providers of business support services to dental groups in the 

United States. Smile Brands Inc. provides comprehensive business support services through 

exclusive long term service agreements with affiliate dental groups, so dentists can spend more 

time caring for their patients and less time on the administrative, marketing, and financial 

aspects of operating a dental practice.  Smile Brands is a portfolio company of Gryphon 

Investors (“Gryphon”), a leading middle-market private equity firm based in San Francisco, 

CA.  For more information, visit smilebrands.com. 

. 

About the Smiles For Everyone Foundation 

The Smiles for Everyone Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with the mission of 

delivering smiles for everyone by providing free dental care for those in need, both at home in 

the U.S. and around the world. Since 2011, the Smiles for Everyone Foundation has delivered 

over 14,000 smiles and $12 million in donated dentistry. The foundation currently supports 

programs which provide free dental care to those in need in Cambodia, Ghana, Laos, 

Nicaragua, Paraguay, Thailand and the United States. For more information or to make a 

donation, visit www.smilesforeveryone.org . 

 

Contacts: 

Bright Now! Dental     Smiles for Everyone Foundation 

Jody Martin      Crystal Strait 

PR@smilebrands.com    crystal.strait@smilesforeveryone.org  

714.427.1299     714.824.5037 
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